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July 23, 2026 

Welcome to Back to Prosper! 

Dear Students and Families, 

We hope you have had a wonderful summer! It is hard to believe the start of another school year is 
already here. We are excited to welcome everyone back for the 2026–2027 school year and look 
forward to another year of learning, growth, and success together. 

The first day of school is Wednesday, August 26, 2026. School hours are 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Prosper is located at the main Teachwell campus: 
715 E. 14th Street​
Sioux Falls, SD 

Our program is designed to support each student's individual needs while promoting independence 
and success across several areas: 

●​ Academics 
●​ Communication 
●​ Behavior & Sensory Regulation 
●​ Social Skills 
●​ Daily Living Skills 
●​ Community Skills 

School Calendar & Transportation 

An updated school calendar is enclosed for your reference. 

Transportation to and from Teachwell is coordinated through your home school district. Please contact 
your district's Special Education Director or Transportation Director before school begins to confirm 
your student's transportation arrangements. 

When weather impacts transportation, students should follow their home district's decisions regarding 
school cancellations, late starts, or early dismissals. If your home district is closed, your student's 
absence from Teachwell will automatically be considered an excused weather-related absence. 

Please note that Teachwell's calendar may differ slightly from your home district's calendar. 

●​ If Teachwell is in session but your home district is not, your student should attend Teachwell. 
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●​ If Teachwell is closed but your home district is in session, your student will not attend Teachwell 
that day. 

Please review the enclosed calendar. 

Reporting an Absence 

If your student will be absent, please notify us by 7:45 a.m. 

You may contact: 

Teachwell Office​
605-367-7680 

Or send a message on 
Seesaw to Prosper Staff.  

Tyler Anderson​
tyler.anderson@teachwell.org​
605-223-0065 

Kristin VanBuskirk​
Kristin.VanBuskirk@teachwell.org​
605-610-8351 

What to Bring 

Prosper Day School provides the basic school supplies students need, so there is no required supply 
list. 

If your student prefers specific pencils, pens, markers, or other supplies, they are welcome to bring 
them. These items will be labeled and stored with their belongings. 

Please send: 

●​ A labeled change of clothes and underwear in a zip-top bag (if your student occasionally has 
accidents) 

●​ Pull-ups/briefs/wipes (if needed) 
●​ Backpack  

Staff will let you know throughout the year if additional supplies are needed. 

School Lunch 

School lunch information is enclosed with this packet. Students may: 

●​ Purchase a school lunch, or 
●​ Bring lunch from home. 

Also enclosed is a Meal Selection Form for you to indicate your student's meal preferences for the 
school year. Please let us know whether your student will typically bring a lunch from home or 
purchase a school lunch. The form also allows you to indicate your preferences regarding whether your 
student should be offered breakfast for purchase, automatically receive breakfast for purchase, or not 
be offered breakfast at school. 
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If your family qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, please complete and return the application 
before the first day of school. Please note that lunches ordered before an application is approved will 
be charged at the full price, and we are unable to retroactively adjust those charges. 

Snacks 

Students are welcome to bring a morning and/or afternoon snack from home each day. Families are 
also welcome to send a larger supply of individually packaged snacks to be kept at school, and staff will 
help ensure your student has access to them throughout the week. Please clearly label any snacks or 
drinks sent from home with your student's name.  

Medications 

If your student will need medication administered during the school day, please complete and return 
the enclosed medication authorization forms before school begins. 

Cell Phone Expectations 

Students may use their personal cell phones during designated non-instructional times. 

To access a personal device during the school day, both the student and parent/guardian must review, 
sign, and return the attached Cell Phone Policy and Agreement. 

Weather & Dress 

Students should come to school dressed appropriately for learning and for South Dakota's 
ever-changing weather. 

Please help your student arrive prepared with appropriate clothing for hot, rainy, or cold conditions, as 
well as any seasonal outerwear they may need. 

Transportation Consent Form 

An updated Transportation Consent Form is enclosed with this packet. This form authorizes Teachwell 
staff to transport your student for educational and community-based activities as part of the Prosper 
program. Please review, sign, and return the form. 

Daily Communication 

Families will receive a daily summary of their student's day through Seesaw. Daily updates may include 
information about: 

●​ Classroom activities 
●​ Behavior 
●​ Therapy services 
●​ Accomplishments 
●​ Other important notes from the school day 
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We believe regular communication helps us work together to best support each student's success. 
Please check Seesaw daily. If you need a paper copy of reports, please let us know and we will 
accommodate that.   

 

Thank you for partnering with us. We appreciate the trust you place in our team and look forward to a 
fantastic school year filled with learning, growth, and meaningful accomplishments. If you have any 
questions before school begins, please don't hesitate to reach out. 

We can't wait to see everyone on Wednesday, August 26! 

Sincerely, 

Tyler Anderson, M.Ed., BCBA, LBA​
Program Coordinator​
tyler.anderson@teachwell.org​
(605) 223-0065 

Katie Hansen, BCBA​
Katie.Hansen@teachwell.org 

PK Nduru, BCBA​
PK.Nduru@teachwell.org  

 

Kristin VanBuskirk​
Special Education Coordinator​
Kristin.VanBuskirk@teachwell.org​
(605) 610-8351 

Justin Mitchell​
Special Education Teacher​
Justin.Mitchell@teachwell.org 

Victoria Wilsey 
Special Education Teacher 
Victoria.Wilsey@teachwell.org 

Important Enclosures 

Please review the following enclosed documents: 

●​ 2026–2027 Prosper Day School Calendar 

●​ School Lunch Information 

●​ Free & Reduced-Price Meal Application (if applicable) 

●​ Medication Authorization Forms (if your student will receive medication at school) 

●​ Cell Phone Policy & Agreement (required for students who wish to access a personal cell phone 

during the school day) 

●​ Student Information Form* 

●​ Transportation Consent* 

●​ Prosper Meal Selection Form* 

Please return all required forms (required forms are indicated with an asterisk*) on the first day of school to 

help ensure a smooth start to the school year. 

If you have questions about any of the enclosed materials, please contact Tyler or Kristin. We are happy to help. 
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Prosper Meal Selection Form 
2026–2027 School Year 

Student Name: _______________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________ 

Lunch Selection 

Please select one option below: 

☐ My student will bring a lunch from home each day. 

☐ My student would like to purchase school lunch. 

☐ My student's lunch plans will vary.  

Breakfast 

Please select the option that best fits your student: 

☐ Please offer my student breakfast for purchase each morning. (my student can choose if they want 
breakfast each morning) 

☐ Please always provide my student breakfast for purchase each morning. 

☐ Please do not offer my student breakfast for purchase. 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _______________________________ 

Date: __________________ 

 

Please return this form before the first day of school. 

If you choose to purchase school meals, please remember to complete and return the Free & 
Reduced-Price Meal Application (if applicable) before school begins. Applications received after school 
starts cannot be applied retroactively to meals that have already been purchased. 
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